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Minutes of the Meeting 
Arts and Sciences Faculty 
April 28, 2004 
Members Present: M. Anderson, P. Bernal, E. Blossey, W. Boles, Bommelje, D . Boniface, R. 
Bornstein, W. Brandon, S. Carnahan, A Carpan, J. Carrington, B. Carson, R. Carson, R. Casey, 
D. Charles, M. Cheng, J. Child, D. Cohen, E. Cohen, G. Cook, D. Crozier, N. Decker, M. Dunn, 
J. Eck, H. Edge, D . Eng-Wilmot, M. Ensor, Foglesong, C. Fowler, E . Friedland, G. Gardner, J. 
Gorman, E . Gregory, D. Griffin, M. Gunter, J. Henton, J. Houston, J. Hewit, L. Holt, J. Houston, 
G. Howell, M . Hunt, R. James, P . Jarnigan, J. Jones, Y. Jones, S. Klemann, H. Kypraios, S. 
Lackman, T. Lairson, C. Lauer, L. Laws, E. LeRoy, R. Levis, S. Libby, D . Mays, M. Mesavage, 
G. Meyers, T. Moore, R. Moore, A Morris, L. Musgrave, E . Nordstrom, M . O'Keef, M. 
O'Sullivan, T. Ouellette, T. Papay, P . Pequeno-Rossie, S. Phelen, J. Provost, J. Queen, D . 
Richard, P. Roach, D. Rogers, A Rosenthal, E. Royce, S. Rubarth, J. Schmalstig, J. Schultz, M. 
Shafe, W. Sherry, G. Sinclair, R. Singer, J. Siry, J. Small, R. Smither, P. Stephenson, M. 
Stewart, L. Tillman-Healy, A Voicu, G. Williams, Y. Yao, J. Yellen, W. Zhang. 
I. Call to Order: Yehudit Greenberg called the meeting to order at 12:45. 
II. Approval of the Minutes: The minutes from the April 8, 2004, meeting were approved 
as distributed. 
ill. Announcements: 
A. Retirement Recognition (R. Casey) of Marilyn Stewart. Carol Lauer made remarks 
B. Next Faculty Meeting May 5, 12:30 p.m., Galloway Room. 
C. Congratulations to Patricia Lancaster on her appointment as Provost. Provost 
Lancaster made remarks and thanked the faculty assembled. She thanked Barry Allen for 
launching the International Initiative; and she thanked Tom Lairson for taking on this 
Initiative for the 2004-5 year. Lairson will be co-chairing the QEP Committee with Cara 
Meixner. 
D. Announcement of the McKean Prize (Lancaster): The outstanding Thomas Moore 
was chosen for his research on acoustics with international experts. 
E. Sandra Chadwick: Reminded faculty to complete Johnson Institute evaluation. 
IV. Academic Affairs Committee (Steve Klemann): 
A. Proposal for revision of goals, assessments, and standards for Writing (W) 
General Education Requirement. 
Goal and Assessment for the Writing (W) General Education Requirement 
The communication of ideas, information, poetry, stories, intent, and even culture itself has been 
dependent on the ability of humans effectively to store facts and convert thoughts to written 
language. The ability to communicate ideas and information in writing is at the core of a liberal 
arts education and is essential for active citizenship. In covering both academic and (to a lesser 
degree) familiar writing, the W course focuses on understanding rhetorical strategies. Students 
will read the texts of others and learn to shape their own meanings by writing and editing a 
variety of forms. [Upon completion of this requirement, students will be able to:] 
Current Goals and Assessment: 
Goal: Read and react to academic texts by producing summaries, responses, reflections, 
analyses, comparisons, and arguments, etc. 
Assessment: Each student will maintain a folder of work, including a Table of 
Contents itemizing forms of reaction to academic texts. 
Standard: A minimum of 70% of the students in any given year will achieve a 
ranking of High Pass or Pass on a standard devised or adopted by the individual 
faculty member. 
Goal: Write an argumentative essay in which the central idea is stated, organized, 
explained, developed, and supported through reasoning and evidence appropriate to the 
form in question. 
Goal: Demonstrate competence in editing at multiple levels and for grammar and 
mechanics. 
Assessment: Students will write a final academic argumentative essay, which will be 
given both a holistic score and a score pertaining to grammar and mechanics. 
Standard: 80% of students in any given year will receive a combined score of 4 or 
higher on a 6-point scale. A Scoring Guide detailing attention to main idea, structure, 
development, evidence, and editing will be used in holistic scoring sessions. 
Standard: 80% of all students in any given year will receive a grammar and 
mechanics score of 70% or higher. 
Proposed Goals and Assessment: 
Goal: Upon completion of this requirement, students will be able to write essays 
developing complex ideas on academic subjects, characterized by unity, order, coherence, 
completeness, clarity, and mechanical correctness. 
Assessment: Students' written work (at the discretion of the professor, final essays, a 
final portfolio, or an average of all papers) will be graded by the instructor for unity, 
order, coherence, completeness, clarity, and mechanical correctness. 
Standard: Individual faculty will design course-specific methods for assessing how 
a particular section meets the goal established in the guidelines of the general 
education curriculum. Each time they teach the W, faculty will document assessment 
procedures and results for the goal through the General Education Assessment 
Matrix. 
E140 Catalogue Description (previously approved by the New Course Subcommittee 
contingent upon adoption of the revised General Education Goal - Assessment - Standard 
by the A&S Faculty) 
ENG 140. Composition: Writing about Selected Topics. Develops students' ability to 
write college-level essays by practicing strategies of argumentation and by refining skills of 
invention, completeness, clarity, and mechanical correctness. In order to satisfy the 
College's general education requirement for 'W'riting, students must receive a grade of 'C' 
or better in the course. Students may take E 140 a second time for credit, so long as a 
different topic is selected. Section topics are designated by individual instructors. 
There was no discussion, the question was called, and the proposal passed unanimously. 
B. Revision of Health and Wellness Requirments: 
This recommendation, if endorsed, will return a Health and Wellness Proposal to the A&S 
Faculty in January 2005 for final disposition. If the proposal is supported by the faculty, this 
timing will permit implementation of a new requirement - Health and Wellness - for Academic 
Year 2005-2006. The AAC wishes to make it clear that its members enthusiastically support a 
health and wellness requirement. In this regard ... 
The AAC requests that the A&S Faculty endorse the motion that: 
~ /,;f/v) 
1. . .. the current Health andy hysical Education requirement of the college be terminated at 
the close of A Y 200j-72005. 
2. . .. a Wellness Task Force of interested parties be assembled in August 2004 to develop a 
model in which "health and wellness" is satisfied within curricular and co-curricular 
experiences, given existing resources. A member of the AAC will convene the first 
meeting and chair the Wellness Task Force. Membership of the Task Force is envisioned 
to include, but not be limited to: 
- The Coordinator of the College-Wide Health Initiative 
- A representative of the Counseling Center 
- Faculty representatives from Health and Physical Education and other interested 
departments ( e.g. Biology, Psychology ... ) 
- Representatives from the offices of the Deans of Student Affairs and Faculty 
- Two students appointed by the Student Government Association 
> 
The AAC recommends that the proposal returned to the faculty include an activity 
component in which A&S students will enroll in two (2) HPE courses for which 1 hour 
of credit will be earned per course on a credit/no credit basis with no more than two 
activity courses being taken for credit. 
3. . .. the chair of the Wellness Task Force maintains communication with the AAC, 
reporting the Task Force's final proposal by December 1, 2004. The AAC will present 
the proposal to the A&S Faculty at its first meeting of 2005. 
Background: 
Health and Physical Education (HPE) returned to AAC in the fall 2003 with a proposal to change 
requirements for A&S students as follows: 
1. All students enroll in PED 101: Health and Wellness 4 hours graded 
2. All students enroll in 2 PEA (activity) courses 1 hour each CR/NCR 
Note: BPE courses would be eliminated 6 hour HPE requirement 
1. The AAC concluded that it could not support an HPE requirement in which all students 
enrolled in a single course - PED 101 . A single course model did not appeal to the 
committee as a flexible way to satisfy the Health and Wellness needs of all students and 
imposed staffing requirements that would need to be addressed in a pressurized atmosphere 
of as yet unmet staffing requests in academic programs. 
None the less, the AAC recognized the philosophical merit of the HPE proposal to include 
instruction of content such as contained in PED 101 and recommends that a model be 
developed to infuse issues of health and wellness (broadly defined) into the curriculum in a 
manner that offers our students a variety of choices. In this regard, the AAC recognizes the 
diverse ways in which health and wellness is viewed and would encourage a Wellness Task 
Force to conduct its work in this context. 
2. The AAC endorsed an activity requirement of2 courses for A&S students. This does not 
represent a change from current practice. Although it did not engender unanimous support, 
the AAC endorsed the request for 1 hour of credit for these courses on a credit/no credit 
basis. Students invest time in these courses in a manner analogous to certain other activities 
for which credit is granted either for a grade or on a credit/no credit basis. 
Discussion: Lauer questioned the sunset limitation of the current regulation. Klemann said this 
topic for revision has been brought up at frequent task forces; the limitation emphasizes the 
seriousness of this proposal. P. Roach spoke to the proposal and their lack ofresponse to the last 
modification. Klemann pointed out that this should not be the sole burden of Health and 
Physical Education, and that this should be a cross-curricular issue. Decker asked if the AAC 
had looked at other models, and Klemann responded that they had not, but that the physical 
education issue is problematical at many colleges. G. Howell was concerned that there might be 
a degrading of an excellent course in our curriculum; Klemann responded that there was no 
suggestion of not offering the Health and Wellness course, even after the deadline. The AAC is 
not asking anyone to modify or transform the Health and Wellness course, but there would be an 
additional ways, curricular and co-curricular, to satisfy the Health and Wellness requirement. 
Roach commented that he felt the proposal confuses the issue; he also appreciated that the AAC 
has labored over this proposal, but he is concerned about the way this proposal will be effected. 
Siry requested clarification on the word "unit," and the response was that there would be one 
semester hour credit for each activity course. 
Levis moved that the proposal be amended to strike item #1 ; Klemann took this as a friendly 
amendment. G. Williams questioned that the task force would have to come up with a 
recommendation by November 2004; we do not have the luxury of having a committee have a 
recommendation by May 2005, because of curricular issues. Klemann thought that a deadline 
would emphasize the urgency and importance of this issue. 
Amendment: to strike, " ... the current Health and Physical Education requirement of the college 
be terminated at the close of AY 2004-2005." 
Continued discussion on the core proposal: Klemann pointed out that there are cross-curricular 
possibilities. He noted a task force has not yet been created. 
The question was called and passed. The amended proposal was passed. 
V. Student Life proposal on Honor Code will be presented at next meeting. 
VI. Meeting adjourned 1 :45 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Cohn Lackman, VP/ Secretary 
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Lunch will be provided 
Agenda 
1) Approval of Minutes 
2) Aclmowledgments of the Contributions of Retiring Faculty 
3) Announcements 
4) AAC Proposals: Writing (W) Gen Ed; Health & Wellness Proposal (see attached) 
5) Student Life Committee Update: Honor Code 
4/22/2004 3 :23 PM 
Goal and Assessment for the Writing (W) General Education Requirement 
The communication of ideas , information, poetry, stories, intent, and even culture itself has been dependent on the 
ability of humans effectively to store facts and convert thoughts to written language. The ability to communicate 
ideas and information in writing is at the core of a liberal arts education and is essential for active citizenship. In 
covering both academic and (to a lesser degree) familiar writing, the W course focuses on understanding rhetorical 
strategies. Students will read the texts of others and learn to shape their own meanings by writing and editing a 
variety of forms. [Upon completion of this requirement, students will be able to:] 
Current Goals and Assessment: 
Goal: Read and react to academic texts by producing summaries, responses, reflections , analyses , 
comparisons, and arguments, etc. 
Assessment: Each student will maintain a folder of work, including a Table of Contents itemizing 
forms of reaction to academic texts. 
Standard: A minimum of70% of the students in any given year will achieve a ranking of High Pass 
or Pass on a standard devised or adopted by the individual faculty member. 
Goal: Write an argumentative essay in which the central idea is stated, organized, explained, developed , 
and supported tlu·ough reasoning and evidence appropriate to the form in question. 
Goal: Demonstrate competence in editing at multiple levels and for grammar and mechanics. 
Assessment: Students will write a final academic argumentative essay, which will be given both a 
holistic score and a score pertaining to grammar and mechanics. 
Standard: 80% of students in any given year will receive a combined score of 4 or higher on a 6-
point scale. A Scoring Guide detailing attention to main idea, structure, development, evidence, and 
editing will be used in holistic scoring sessions. 
Standard: 80% of all students in any given year will receive a grammar and mechanics score of70% or 
higher. 
Proposed Goals and Assessment: 
Goal: Upon completion of this requirement, students will be able to write essays developing complex 
ideas on academic subjects, characterized by unity, order, coherence, completeness, clarity, and mechanical 
correctness. 
Assessment: Students' written work (at the discretion of the professor, final essays, a final portfolio, 
or an average of all papers) will be graded by the instructor for unity, order, coherence, completeness, 
clarity, and mechanical correctness. 
Standard: Individual faculty will design course-specific methods for assessing how a paiticular 
section meets the goal established in the guidelines of the general education curriculum. Each time 
they teach the W, faculty will document assessment procedures and results for the goal tlu·ough the 
General Education Assessment Matrix. 
E140 Catalogue Description (previously approved by the New Course Subcommittee contingent upon 
adoption of the revised General Education Goal - Assessment - Standard by the A&S Faculty) 
ENG 140. Composition: Writing about Selected Topics. Develops students' ability to write college-level 
essays by practicing strategies of argumentation and by refining skills of invention, completeness, clarity, and 
mechanical correctness. In order to satisfy the College's general education requirement for 'W' riting, students 
must receive a grade of 'C' or better in the course. Students may take E 140 a second time for credit, so long as 
a different topic is selected. Section topics are designated by individual instructors . 
Health and Wellness 
This recommendation, if endorsed, w ill return a Health and Wellness Proposal to the A&S Faculty in 
January 2005 for final disposition. If the proposal is suppo1ted by the facu lty, this timing will permit 
implementation of a new requirement - Health and Wellness - for Academic Year 2005-2006 . The 
AAC wishes to make it c lear that its members enthusiastically suppo1t a health and wellness requirement. 
In this regard .. . 
The AAC requests that the A&S Faculty endorse the motion that: 
1. . . . the current Health and Physical Education requirement of the co llege be terminated at the close 
of AY 2004-2005. 
2 . . .. a Wellness Task Force of interested patties be assemb led in August 2004 to develop a model in 
which "health and wellness" is satisfied within curricular and co-curricular experiences, given 
existing resources. A member of the AAC will convene the first meeting and chair the Wellness 
Task Force. Membership of the Task Force is envisioned to include, but not be limited to: 
- The Coordinator of the Co llege-Wide Health Initiative 
- A representative of the Counseling Center 
- Facu lty representatives from Health and Physical Education and other interested 
depa1tments (e.g. Biology, Psychology ... ) 
- Representatives from the offices of the Deans of Student Affairs and Faculty 
- Two students appointed by the Student Government Association 
The AAC recommends that the proposal returned to the faculty include an activity component in 
which A&S students wi ll enroll in two (2) HPE courses for which 1 hour of credit will be earned 
per course on a credit/no credit basis with no more than two activity courses being taken for 
credit. 
3. . .. the chair of the Wellness Task Force maintains communication with the AAC, rep01ting the 
Task Force ' s final proposal by December 1, 2004 . The AAC will present the proposal to the 
A&S Faculty at its first meeting of 2005 . 
Background: 
Health and Physical Education (HPE) returned to AAC in the fa ll 2003 w ith a proposal to change 
requirements for A&S students as fo llows: 
I . All students enro ll in PED IO I: Health and Wellness 
2. All students enro ll in 2 PEA (activity) courses 
Note: BPE courses would be elim inated 
4 hours 
I hour each 
graded 
CR/NCR 
6 hour HPE requirement 
1. The AAC concluded that it could not support an HPE requirement in which all students enrolled in a 
single course - PED IO I. A single course model did not appeal to the committee as a flexible way to 
satisfy the Health and Wellness needs of a ll students and imposed staffing requirements that would 
need to be addressed in a pressurized atmosphere of as yet unmet staffing requests in academ ic 
programs. 
None the less, the AAC recognized the philosophical merit of the HPE proposal to include instruction 
of content such as contained in PED IO I and recommends that a model be developed to infuse issues 
of health and wellness (broadly defined) into the curriculum in a manner that offers our students a 
variety of choices. In this regard, the AAC recognizes the diverse ways in which health and wellness 
is viewed and would encourage a Wellness Task Force to conduct its work in this context. 
2. The AAC endorsed an activity requirement of 2 courses for A&S students. This does not represent a 
change from current practice. Although it did not engender unanimous suppo11, the AAC endorsed 
the request for 1 hour of credit for these courses on a credit/no credit basis . Students invest time in 
these courses in a manner analogous to certain other activities for which credit is granted either for a 
grade or on a credit/no credit basis. 
~ 
Goal and Assessment for the Writing (W) General Education Requirement 
The co1mnunication of ideas, information, poetry, stories, intent, and even culture itself has been dependent on the 
ability of humans effectively to store facts and convert thoughts to written language. The ability to communicate 
ideas and information in writing is at the core of a liberal arts education and is essential for active citizenship. In 
covering both academic and (to a lesser degree) familiar writing, the W course focuses on understanding rhetorical 
strategies. St11dents will read the texts of others and learn to shape their own meanings by writing and editing a 
variety offonns. [Upon completion of this requirement, students will be able to:] 
Current Goals and Assessment: 
Goal: Read and react to academic texts by producing sununaries, responses, reflections, analyses, 
comparisons, and arguments, etc. 
Assessment: Each student will maintain a folder of work, including a Table of Contents itemizing 
fonns of reaction to academic tex1s. 
Standard: A minimun1 of 70% of the students in any given year will achieve a ranking of High Pass 
or Pass on a standard devised or adopted by the individual faculty member. 
Goal: Write an argumentative essay in which the central idea is stated, organized, explained, developed, 
and suppo1ted tluough reasoning and evidence appropriate to the form in question. 
Goal: Demonstrate competence in editing at multiple levels and for graimnar and mechanics. 
Assessment: Students will write a final academic argumentative essay, which will be given both a 
holistic score and a score pertaining to granunar and mechanics. 
Standard: 80% of students in any given year will receive a combined score of 4 or higher on a 6-
point scale. A Scoring Guide detailing attention to main idea, structure, development, evidence, and 
editing will be used in holistic scoring sessions. 
Standard: 80% of all students in any given year will receive a grammar and mechanics score of 70% or 
higher. 
Proposed Goals and Assessment: 
Goal: Upon completion of this requirement, students ·will be able to write essays developing complex 
ideas on academic subjects, characterized by unity, order, coherence, completeness, clarity, and mechanical 
correctness. 
Assessment: Students ' written work (at the discretion of the professor, final essays, a final portfolio, 
or an average of all papers) will be graded by the instructor for unity, order, coherence, completeness, 
clarity, and mechanical correctness. 
Standard: Individual faculty will design course-specific metl1ods for assessing how a particular 
section meets the goal established in the gllidelines of the general education curriculum. Each time 
they teach the W, faculty will document assessment procedures and results for the goal through the 
General Education Assessment Matrix. 
E140 Catalogue Description (previously approved by the New Course Subcommittee contingent upon 
ado1>tion of the revised General Education Goal -Assessment - Standard by the A&S Faculty) 
ENG 140. Composition: Writing about Selected Topics. Develops students' ability to write college-level 
essays by practicing strategies of argumentation and by refining skills of invention, completeness, clarity, and 
mechanical correctness. In order to satisfy the College's general education requirement for 'W ' riting, students 
must receive a grade of 'C' or better in the course. Students may take E140 a second time for credit, so long as 
a different topic is selected. Section topics are designated by individual instructors. 
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